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THIS CUSTOM COLT RECAPTURES THE DAYS WHEN
PASTEBOARD PIRATES AND HIGH-ROLLING GUNSLINGERS

RULED THE WESTERN BOOMTOWNS.
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n the quest for excellence, a Al that particular moment in vour
life, a particular combination of colors,

judge's subjective opinion  line and function, fills a void labeled
“excellence.” For some it's a Ferran, a

enters the fray. That lifetime  restored Sopwith Camel or a Mahogany
Chris Craft. For Eddie Janis, excellence

spent observing the subtleties s silver plated and engraved, bears the
rampant Coll emblem,

of A, that meshes various, “1 wanted to take the best of all
three generations (of Colt Single
sundry parts into a thing of beau-  Action revolvers), the parts | felt epito-

mized the pinnacle of design, form and
tv, builds collectively, feeding the function, and combine them to make
what | feel is the ultimate shooter's

muse until a decision is made. Colt,” said Janis.
Janis, who has devoted years to the
“Yes," vou say, “that is perfect.” Colt Single Action and no other hand

Y

Although not an authentic period reproduction, this Janis
Colt was created to capture the prosperous Spirit of those
amhlers who flocked to the frontier hoomtowns.
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un, came 1o this realization of a dream
by a long and circuitous route. His
admiration of the work of other gun-
smiths, the likes of Hamilton Bowen,
kept his attention to detail busy.

Putting The Action In Cowboy
Action

While Janis has always concentrated
on the function, the “action,” if vou will,
of & Colt, Bowen's ability to properly
“finish” a handpun was interesting,
appealing and satisfving. The “period”
on a completed project, as it were,

While knowing he could properly
build the aetion of his dream gun, Janis
wondered il he could live up to his own
expectations concerning the artistic
side, Could he ereate perfection on the
outside, as he does on the inside?

In order to answer this question to
his own satisfaction, Janis decided to
put his skills 1o the test of building a
complete gun to capture the spirit of
the Old Western gambler, As he told
me, “1 wanted to challenge myself (o
make the best, out of a mis-match of
parts, while calling upon all of my abil-
ites.” Success must be sweet, indeed,

Most anvone can take a gun and
have it engraved and plated. All vou've
gol then is an engraved and plated gun
which is worth exactly as much as the
cost of the gun, engraving and plating.

Factory engraving is something
else entirely. There 1s an “added-value”
automatically caleulated with factory
work cenhancing value and appeal,
Eddie didn't just want to take a factory
gun and make it pretty. He wanted to
create something new from something
old; a wun that would match a tactory
vintage Colt in aesthetics, beauty,
value and desirability,

Or maybe be even better,

The Spirit 0f The West Reborn

A rare Colt frame found its way into
the shop at Peacemaker Specialists sev-
eral vears ago. This unigue find began
life as a limited production blackpowder
frame made by Colt in 1984, While hav-

A stylish gentleman of
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ing the lines of an early model frame, i
was proofed for smokeless powder, It is
technically a Third Generation, black-
powder frame that was only available on
a strictly custom basis, It represented
the first time Colt offered a blackpow-
der frame this century.

Onee he had the frame, Janis ook
over a vear o mull over what was
next. Patience is rewarded and after
much soul searching, it was decided
to build the ultimate shooter on this
unusaal rame,

Janis had always admired the black-
powder frame for its classic styling but
hated the mess (could this be heresye)
of blackpowder, At last, though, he had
the chance to build a dream gun on a
blackpowder frame, but without wor
ryving about blowing things up and the
dreaded blackpowder clean-up chore,

Then, another year was spent decid-
ing on other equally important things
like barrel length, caliber, finish, grips
and other labor-of-love specifics,

Playing The Numbers

The gun started going together
mechanically before the cosmetics
were a concern. Since the frame was
in-hand, something was needed (o
hold it and Eddie decided a First
Generation back-strap and  trigger
gruard was in order.

An interesting aside i1s that as gen-
erations progressed, the grip shape
pot slightly larger. Hence, a First
Generation is smaller than a Second,
which in turn, is smaller than a Third.
Which, of course means, a Second or
Third Generation back strap and trig-
grer guard can fit on a First Generation
frame, but not vice versa, This slightly
amaller grip contributes subtly to the
“feel” of the gun and can make 8 seri-
ous difference to a connoisseur,

To keep the tradition alive an early
maodel hammer was in order, Since 11
different styles of hammers evolved
over the generations, it takes a sharp
eye to pick them outl and know which
one is right and, just as importantly,
which one is wrong.

(At have worn just
e in the Ol Western towns
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The beauty of this project was that
there was nothing wrong with anything,
it was all in one man's perception. 5o, a
circa 18731874 hammer was found. The
long, coarse knurling with a flowing bor-
der looked just “right.” Later vintages
have short, coarse knurling and a differ-
ent shape, fring pin style and corre-
spondingly different all-important “feel.”
To those who don't know and would like
o, the early hammers had solid, cone
shaped fiving pins, followed by concave
models and then today's floating pins.

Place Your Bets

The Third Generation frame {(albeit
in blackpowder design) had 24 threads
per inch to seal the barrel. This ruled
out old-time barrels and Janis had to
search out a .45 Colt barrel from the
post-1976 era,

Of course, this meant another prob-
lem because the post 1976 barrel was
clearly marked “Colt Single Action
Army 45" instead of the more tradi-
tional and eve pleasing *.45 Colt" of the
original. All to be dealt with later.

Soon a4 TV 45 Colt barrel; of satis-
factory condition found its way into the
shop. Janis cut evervthing off that did-
n't look like a 434" barrel, on went a
proper front sight and off came the
madern markings, courtesy of a supe-
rior polishing job,

It pays to know someone with the
ability to rollbmark a barrel and soon
the proper *.45 Colt” and vintage two-
line address was at home on the short
barrel, Things were coming together
nicely now and it was starting to look
like a gun.

With the option of using any of the
three generations of cylinders still
apen, it was decided a Second
Generation was best, This gave the
gun another dose of “modern steel”
but with classic styling. The Second
Generation cvlinder also has the fulk
length bushing, as opposed to the
Third Generation “pressed-in” one,

Then a problem was encountered,
The Mutes were wrong and had to be
re-cut and the proper style of “black-
powder” bevel put on the front edges of
the cylinder. This all being done,
remember, on a eylinder that was made
of Colt “machine gun steel,” as they
used to say in their advertisements,

While a labor of love, truthfully, it
was still labor and much more was yet
to be done. The cylinder began life as
a4 .357 Mag, and was dutifully re-cham-
bered to 45 Colt with custom reamers
which vielded a 452" chamber throat,
This would mate perfectly with the
A51" bore of the barrel and accuracy
would be assured — he hoped,
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Facing page, top lo bottom, the limeless engraving of Bernie Wolle carries the eye across the carefully cul flutes and graceful curves of
this classic Colt. Although mada primarily of Third Generation parts, the ejector rod housing and front sight have been reshaped to conform 1o
vintage Colf destgn. This page, left to right, the “bark” pattern vory from the outside of the tusks gives color and texture fo these stocks.
Vidrant fire biued screws sel off the ciassic engraving and subtle mating of fvory and steel

House Rules

But wail, in order for the ejector rod
housing to fit the contour of the Third
Generation bareel, it had 1o be a Third
Creneration housing, All was notl well,
as nothing “looked™ right,

I'he front of the housing had o be
beveled and an early style ejector rod
head was mated carefully into place,
This particular one was oval, which is
vinlage in its own right, bul modern
enougEh 1o be compatible wath sore ol
wday's holsters, The older bullseye
sivle often interferes when unholster
g m a harry

[etails are important, and a special
ejector rod was made in the full round
shape of original guns, This styvle was
abandoned years ago by Coll Lo expe
dite produetion

Originally, the amaller, contoured
rols were used on smaller calibers
because it was easier 1o gel them into
the chambers, In the 1980s, 1o sav
o=tz Coll decided there was no need
for the round rod and stopped prodoc
ing it entirely. The end of an era (o
Colt, but little things in life count, and
so did this ejector rod.
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Know When To Hold Them

Things were getting close now and
it was hard nol o hurry, Jams put ove
A hours of hand labor stomng 1o gt
eid of the sorry Third Generation pal
ish job. It was important everything
that was supposed to be [lat, really was.

Work went laster now, The barrel
forcing cone was cul to 11 degrees [on
accuracy and the cylinder gap was
carefully set at 002", That, my Iriends
is two thousandths of an inch on a Coll
Single Action, Pick up an average Coll
and it hovers around six to eight thou
sandths, il it hovers at all, Two thouo
sandithg is whal Freedom Arms 454
Casulls are held to, i you get my drill
in the quality department

Fire-blued screws and base pin
went into place as the action was
worked, Starting with over-sized parts,
including the bolt, bushing and base
pin, Janis buill what 15 easily quealilied
a9 the ultimate "Gunslinger Action” for
the revalver.

Janis is known for this work but,
like the rest of the gan, if was carried
o perfection and just perhaps, a bil
bevond, [t feels like it runs on ball

bearings butl locks up ke the guie,
authoritative gnick of the closmg of a
two-ton bank vaull door. Honesl

With the eun in the white, but
mechanically ready o go, Janis ook
his creation to the range on his prop
erly. Sighting and zeroing was accom
plished with the front sight conloured
(e b exactly, |||'|'|-e'l.|:|_‘r'. absolutely
dead on with his favorite Black Hills
levacl. Mow the beauty could bite, too.

The Polish Of A Gambler

Janis knew Bernie Wolle would han
e the engraving. What else could this
un have but the best? Why break the
chain ol uncompronusing quality anl
search for excellence al this point!

Wiolle 15 one ol the last vinlaEe, mas
fer eneravers in the country, He spe
cializes in turn-of-the-century  style
engravinge. I vou wanl a mirror, vin
L Coll Irom the turn of the century
heir's the man

For this gun Janis chose a combina
tion of three patterns by Cuno Helfrichl
[rom the book of Coll engraving and
turned Wolfe loose, When Waolle was

continied on bare S




finished, the Colt had full coverage
engraving, all done with a hammer and
chisel. This gave it a deep, three dimen-
sional life, with light, thin lines compet-
ing with bold, deep cuts, challenging
the eve o keep up.

As a meandering viver in a far away
valley causes the eye to follow its
course, this chiseled art of Bernie
Wolle tugs the eyve over the gun's sur-
face, vallevs and curves, It's an "E”
coupon ride for those who take the
time to see, rather than just loaok,

. But there's something more here,
i The luster of silver quietly beckons,
i Unlike nickel, silver has a soft glow that
- enhances rather than hides engraving,
¢ Nickel flattens, Silver celebrates, Nickel
fis cold, unfeeling, Silver catches and
ioreturns warmth and color from the
atmosphere around i, taking as much
from ite surroundings as it gives back,
Pearl? Mo thank vou, The stocks are
made of legal elephant ivory showing
the bark from the mutside of the tusk.

b Like the rest of the gun, it’s just a bit dif
i lerent; it draws the eye, Keeps your
Cointerest and, just as importantly, feels
damn good in the hand, There was a
reason they did it like this 100 vears ago.

Janis' gun is an exemplary show-
case of this custom gunsmith's art; this
ability to improve and enhance a lacto
ry piece in ways hardly thought possi-
ble, In many ways, it's actually harder
to build a gun like this than il you just
built the parts outright. Building rom
i serateh, vou could make them correct
[rom the beginning, without having to
wonder, create, imagine and coax
recaleitrant parts together.

Janis said, “My ultimate satislaction
of doing the job is the final product.”

some  people  only  dreeam, | ;
Eddie Janis made his happen, | l

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
Eddie Janis
Feacemaker Specialists
B, Box 15/
Whitmoare, CA 96096
0304 /2-3438
Catalog $3.00

Shouldah Holgtar bi
Walter Ostin
“Custom (Gun Leather”
12680 Fishar Rd.
RAZ
Cobble Hill, B.C. VOR1LO
Fhone: 250-743-8015

Bernie Wolfe
=48 Starn Urive
El Paso, Texas, /89832
Engraving/ Flating
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