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Playing kavg

By Sheriff Jim Wilson,
Handgun Editor

Jim has added five more models to his e
growing list of favorite guns. And they're all # o
revolvers. Here are all the pertinent detalls.r z

Shooting Times, 1 did a plece el 11 the l.'i]l'l_'lr' g T be=

“Playing Favorites: The Sherifls Top  came acquainted with
8 Handguns,” For that piece the editor  ‘Wayne Baker, his son Bob,
cornered me into selecting my favorite  and the line guns they pros
handguns at the time. And while those  duce under the Freedam
old guns are still favorites, a lot of  Arms banner. [t was about
things have ehanged over the last  thatl time that the H|kﬂt‘&
seven vears that have made me add a  shipped me a |‘|{~m'|ii't" ! j
fow more “favorites.” For one thing, | Cirade Freedom Arms .r'l.'ln_-_-
am no longoer o peace officer, having sel  ple action in 464 Cagull
that career aside after some 30 years, Thia big gun is a five- Jl!mnﬁ |
Nownadays, | hang out my shingle as 8 sports black micarta
full-time gun writer, Ag 4 full-timeé and a 7 Ye-inch barrel,
writer | have been put in elose asgooma- The 4564 Casull cartr
ton with many of the newer handguns  been fondly referred Lo @8 ﬁji%
and some of the more desirable older 45 Colt on ateroids. llrtmithﬂﬂ
imanes as well, And that’s another factor diameter bullet but in @ hﬁ“m‘ ﬁ, i "
that has caused me to make some ad the 454 Casull sends a Eﬂﬂ ﬂalnfﬂul- LAt
ditions to my list of favorite handguns.  let downrange at over 1500 l'|
[ thought vou might be interested in will deliver a 300-grain 'ﬁ‘l (L

(o

B:lrl: in the Janunry 1986 15sue of  Freedom Arms .454

i

14

gome af the handpuns that have at-  7Ye-inch barrel at over TGS H ;-l
tained that “favorite gun” status since  the years this cartridged
my 18996 article. worth on just about ArEE
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1. Colt New Frontier
2. S&W Model 29 e
3. Colt Detective Special bl
4. Freedom Arms Premier Grade .454 Casull

5. Gallagher Custom Ruger Blackhawk

PETEOL would
care to hunt.
From the
ginning of my re-
lationship with the Freedom Arms 454
E Casull, | settled on the 300 grain bullet
& o handle my hunting chores. Back in
B those days Freedom Arms marketed its
& own ammunition, and ] particularly
= liked the softpoint 300-grainer that the
eompany loaded. However, in the ensu-
b ing vears, Freedom Arme has discon
tinued marketing ammunition and
Winchester has taken up the banner. |
was pleased to learn that Winchester
eontinues to use the 300-grain solt-
point that was originally degigned by
Freedom Armas, In addition, Winches-
ter has also marketed a 250-grain JHP
load that runs at some 1300 Ips—its
gort of a * 454 Casull Medium Load."
Regardless of bullet weight, 1 have
always found this big 45 cartridge
comfortable to shoot in the well-de
gigned Froedom Arms gun, The re-
volver's properly shaped grip allows
the big gun to roll in your hand and you
don't feel pounded after a day at the
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range. Being exceptionally accurate,
the gun is capable of delivering one-
inch five-shot groups when 1 am up to
doing my part, Couple {hat with the
fact that I've never had a minute's
trouble with the Freedom Arms re-
volver and you can gee why 1 choose 1
for a dependable, accurate hunting
COMPATIION,

Shortly alter acquirning the Freedom
Arms 4564 Casull, | decided to mate it
to a pood hunting holster, Since the
Tom Threepersons holster from El
Paso Saddlery is one of my favorites, |
was pleased to find out | hat it is offered
in a crossdraw confipuration, Packing
the big Freedom Arms revolver in a
crossdraw rig makes it much more
comfortable when sitting in a vehicle
or tree stand, and the gun comes
quickly to hand when game is sighted

Since the early '90s 1 have taken a
fair amount of big game with the Free-
dom Arma 454 Casull, including sev
eral whitetail and mule deer, a number
of exotics, numerous feral hogs, and a
black bear, All but the black bear were
folled with one shot, and that bear was
dying on its feet when 1 put one in the
spine to finish it. The nicks and bumps
on my Freedom Armg gun are proof
that 1 haven't habied it while in the
hunting field. It's a big, tough, accu
rate, workhoree of a gun and one that's
never let me down

Gallagher Custom Ruger
Blackhawk

Another single action that 've be-
come quite fond of is an Old Model
Ruper Blackhawk that was customized
and converted to .32-20 caliber by my
friend John Gallagher, John took an
(11d Model Blackhawk frame and fitted
it with a new evlinder that was bored
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for the 32-20 cartridge. Then he added
a custom barrel that was bored to the
cartridge.

Callagher had done several of these
conversions and got tired of people ask-
ing him if the barrel was from a .20
Carbine Ruger Blackhawk, Sinee the
30 Carbine uses a 308-inch dinmeter
bullet and the 32-20 has a .312-inch
bullet, you can see where thig would
create problems with both accuracy
and pressures, To put these 1ssues to
rest, John simply began to barrel these

The Sheriff had an Old Model Ruger Blackhawk converted to .32-20 by gunsmith John
Gallaghaer. The revolver is one of Jim's favorites for small game and varmint hunting.

A2-20 guns with an eight-inch barrel,
a0 that folks would understand that he
had properly mated the barrel to the
eartridge.

John went on to install one of Hamil-
ton Bowen's good adjustable rear sights
and had the revolver frame casehard-
ened. To top it all off, Gallagher fash-
woned a set of emooth grips from a plece
of smooth walnut, The entire combina-
tion makes for a very altractive single
action—one that shoots as good as it
looks,

A few months after getting this cus-
tom Ruger, a colleague of mine re-
sponded to my guestions as to good
handloads for the 32-30 by saying,
“Just use a pood 115« to 120-grain cast
bullet and lota of H110!"

It turned out that he was exactly
right. Friend Penn Baggett, who had
also acquired a custom .32-20 at about
the same time, and | experimented
with H110 and came up with a dandy
load that was plenty accurate. To date,
['ve used the Ruger .32-20 to collect nu-
merous Texas jackrabbits, a couple of
Rio Grande turkeys, and one javelina,
When ultimate power 18 not necessary,
| use the Black Hills .32-20 cowboy lac-
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tory load that is both accurate and
pleasant to shoot.

Begides being an excellent pun for
varmints and small game, my custom
A2-20 is a pood example of what cus-
tom pistolamiths are able to produce.
lta subdued beauty, reliability, and ac-
curacy make it a definite keeper,

Colt Detective Special

My most recent “favorite gun” acqui-
gition came from a trade with Border
Patrolman Shane Jahn, When the dust

GalleryolGuns.com
To laarn mara alsaut spme ol
thiesa and other Hraarms. aohack
aut the  GalteryefGung com
website brought 1g you by
[havidsan's and Shoptimg Tmea
You oan read gin reviews
gsearch thousands of liraarms,
vigw phaios with spacifications,
[uarn atiout firaarms safaly, kssp
i o it on the letest Hrearms
riws, and kecats local rtallers.
Yoil gan pvan arrangs to pur-
chaga (Browgh o ol retailar

had settled, I walked away
the proud owner of a Colt
Detective Special in .38
Special. This one has a
two-inch barrel and an ex-
posed ejector rod, like Colt
built them from 1826 (o
1972, My particular Detec-
tive Special left the Colt
plant in the mid-1960s.
Over the years, ['ve
owned several of these Caolt
anubnoses. In fact, my first
off-duty gun was a Detee-
tive Special with the not-
go-common three-inch bar-

rel. The gun firat became popular after
J, H. FitzGerald, a Colt shooler, began
lo eut the Police Poaitive guns down to
two inches for use as belly guns. In fact,
FitzGerald went even further and
bobbed the hammerspurs and cut out
the front of the trigger guards in an at-
tempt to make a real speed gun, Thay
ealled them FitzGerald Specials, and
many savvy gunmen proferred them
for fighting guns.

Since getting my hands on this Colt
A8, I've had Paul Persinger fit it out
with a set of smooth ivery grips,
complete with the Colt medallions,
Paul did a wonderful job on the
ivory grips but tells me that he
doesn’t care to get involved pro-
ducing such grips beeause they are
very time consuming,

Even though the Colt Detective
Specinl has been discontinued for
aome years, there are quite a few of
them still around in very good con-
dition. In the near future, [ am go-
ing to have this gun customized in
the manner of the old FitzGerald
Specials, just to honor a gunfight-
ing era that has passed.

Smith & Wesson Model 29
Another [avorite pun that came
out of a pun trade is actually a dou-
bhle favorite. For some reason or nn-
other, Baggett and | got into a pow-
erful gun trade one year at his
annual deer hunt, I must have
ecaught my rancher pal in a weak
moment because | eame away with
hig old Smith & Weason Model 28

Jim's latest “favorite” acquisition is a discontinued
Colt Detective Special. It makes for a lightweight
but powerful carry revoelver



A4 Magnum. This gun is what
we call a four-serew Smith &
Wesson because it has a fourth
gerew in the frame Just in
fromt of the triggoer guard, It i=
probubly a frat-vear produc
tiom gun, ar close to it In addi-
on, it has the pinned barrel,
recessed cylinder, and wide
trigeer and haommer of the old
gung and 1s still quite accurate
even Lhough it has some blue
ing wear and you ean tell it's
been shot and packed quite a bit,
At about the same time [ got
this four-inch Model 29 1 was
visiting with Bart Skelton.
During the course of our visit,
Bart gave me a set of amooth
walnut grips for it. The Erips
are eralted from a beautiful
mece of walnut and are shaped
like the gripa that Walter
Roper designed. Bart's dad,
Skeeter, always liked this style
of grip and later authorized
Deacon Deagon of Bear Hug
Girips to build them using
skeeter's name, They are just aboul
periect for fast, double-action shooting,
My Model 289 stayvs loaded with the
Black Hills 44 Magnum medium load
that drives a 240-grain cast bullet at
850 fps. My fa-
varitle hand
load for the

Dept. ST

Jor i,

Bl Dopt. ST
. BBox 3000

Dept. ST

Dept, ST
Box 1868

Alliant Powder

PO, Box 6
Hadford, VA 24141
www. allinntpowder.com

~ Black Hills
_,q“.mmllniiil:ln Ine,

e B Rapid City, SD 57709
L www black-hills. com
Bowen Classic Arms Corp.
LY
e R 0 Box 67

g L Dowsville, TN 37777
5 f# www bowenclassicarms, com

& Hartford, CT 06144
o col.com

This old four-screw S&W Model 29 with Skeater Skelton-
style grips is m double favorite of Jim's.

gun i8 built around the RCBS 250
grain Keith cast bullet and enough
Hodgdon Universal Clays or Alliant
Unigue to deliver the same velocity, Tt
generally rndes in a Tom Threeperaons

holater from El Paso Saddlery or one of

Derry Gallagher's (of Gallagher Hol
sters) high-ride holsteras of horschide

Colt New Frontier

sSpeaking of Skeeter Skel-
ton, he also fgures into an
other of my favorite guns.
Like me, you probably re-
member those greal ;:u||:|1-|-l
he used to run of his 4%-inch
Colt New Frontier in .44 Spe-
cial, the one that wore one
piece ivory grips, Since those
long-ago davs, ['ve always
winted my own 4Y%i-inch New
Frontier, The trouble is Coll
just never made very many
New Frontiers in that barrel
length

The Colt New Frontier is a
target-sighted version of the
Colt Single Action Army and
wis manulnctured from 1961
to some time in the late
18808, During ita lifetime the
New Frontier was chambered
for most popular single-ac-
tion cartridges, but for some
reason 1L just never caught on
with the shooting public
Skeeter and | were excep
tions Lo that rule it appears

A few years back, however, 1 traded
for a like-new TVe-inch Colt New Fron
tier in 45 Colt, For a time it just sat on
my shell as | contemplated exactly
what | was going to do with it, Finally,
| contacted Eddie Jania at Peacomaker
specialists and sought his advice, Ja

Manufacturers’ Listings

El Paso Saddlery
Dept. 8T

P.O, Box 27194

Fil Paso, TX 79926

Freedom Arms Ine
Dept. ST
PO, Box 150

Freodom, WY R3120
wwrw freedoma Fog, com

Gallagher Holstors
Dept, 8T

PO, Hox 720536
MeAllen, TX THA04

John Gallagher
Dept. ST

Jasper, AL 35504

Colt’a Mig. Co. Inc.

Hodgdon Powder Co,

Dept, 5T
O, Box 2932

www, hodpdon.com

www.epsaddlery.com

www. dgallaghorholators, com

2309238 Bird Farm R,

Peneemakor Specialists
Dept. ST '
POy Box 167 _
Whitmore, CA BG096

Paul Persinger
Dopt, ST

10441 Mackinaw St
El Paso, TX 79824

Smilh & Wesaon

Dept, 8T

2100 Roosevelt Ave,
Springfield, MA 01104
www.samith-wesson,com

Sturm, Roger & Co,
Dept, ST

200 RHuger R,

Prescott, AZ BG301

www ruger-firearms.com

Winchester/Olin Corp,
Dept, 8T

427 N, Shamrock:
Fast Alton, IL 62024
www,winchester.com

Shawnee Mission, KS 86201
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nig informed me that he just happened
to have a brand-new New Frontier bar-
rel in the 4e-inch length, and lucky for
me it was in 45 Colt ealiber. | Bgured
thatl waa close enough and told Janis to
pult my name on it, I'd be sending him
my New Frontier in short order,

Now, | had firat run on to Janis o few
vears back and learned that he does
some of the best action jobs you will
find on any Colt single action, In addi-
Lion o ingtalling the 4%-inch barrel, he
luned the gun's action te perfecltion.
Among other things, Janis installed a
nammerstop that keeps the SA ham-
mer from peening each time it is
thumbed back. The hammer pull ig so
light that you might swear it didn't
have enough power to bust a primer.
You might swear that, but you'd be
WIONE,

Janis also took a Coll 357 Magnum
evlinder and reamed it out to 45 Colf.
The reason for this is that there is gen-
erally a lot of variation in the dimmeter
of the chamber throats in .45 Colt guns,
["ve measured chamber throats that
went all the way rom 452 to 458, and
that was on the same gun. Tight cham-
ber throats are important Lo accuracy
and Lhis was the reason that Janis fit.
ted the new eylinder. On my custom
New Frontier, the six chamber throats

_ : went oul to El Paso and into the
f loving hands of |'L*|'H':||;¢ur'. He fit
ted the gun with a set of one-piece
IVOry Hri[}h that had a longhorn
steer skull carved
on the right side,
As a surprise (o
1IIIZ'| |'|II IJIH" LA | r"-."l"l‘l I'|'|_"|l'
old ecinen peao sheriff's
badge in the left grip. This fa-
vorite single action generally
rides ina 1920 Austin holster from
El Paso Saddlery that ig a copy of
the holsters that used to be made
by A. W, Brill of Austin, Texas. The
cartridge belt, also from El Paso
Saddlery, 18 made from soft chap-
leather,

For ammunition in my custom
Clolt New Frontier, [ like juat about
any of the fhewory loads that deliver
a 2o0-grain bullet at about B850 [pa.
When working with handloads, |
[,:l"l‘!'ll'F'H]II"." l]ll'i]i_:l il |I:Hll;| |.|'|I'|t I,'II"]i'n'['FH
A 200-grain SWC at about 950 fpe.

So you can see that ['ve added a
few more guns to the gun shell
that 1 reserve for my favorite
handpuns, And in a [ater inatallment,
sometime down the road from now, 1711
tell yvou about some of the defensgive
handguns that have attained "favorite”
aLatus, P

Having always
wanted a
it lad

alt New Frontior
similar to the one
Skeoter uséd to
write about, Jim
had Peacemalor
Specialists [
replace the
Tactory-installed
7 Yasinch barrel
of this New . * :
Frontier witha |
4%fssinch barrel.

are a uniform 453 inch, and the gun is
surprisingly accurate with just about
any 406 Colt load that vou'd care to run
through it.

Finally, my custom New Frontier



