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Playing kavg

By Sheriff Jim Wilson,
Handgun Editor

Jim has added five more models to his e
growing list of favorite guns. And they're all # o
revolvers. Here are all the pertinent detalls.r z

Shooting Times, 1 did a plece el 11 the l.'i]l'l_'lr' g T be=

“Playing Favorites: The Sherifls Top  came acquainted with
8 Handguns,” For that piece the editor  ‘Wayne Baker, his son Bob,
cornered me into selecting my favorite  and the line guns they pros
handguns at the time. And while those  duce under the Freedam
old guns are still favorites, a lot of  Arms banner. [t was about
things have ehanged over the last  thatl time that the H|kﬂt‘&
seven vears that have made me add a  shipped me a |‘|{~m'|ii't" ! j
fow more “favorites.” For one thing, | Cirade Freedom Arms .r'l.'ln_-_-
am no longoer o peace officer, having sel  ple action in 464 Cagull
that career aside after some 30 years, Thia big gun is a five- Jl!mnﬁ |
Nownadays, | hang out my shingle as 8 sports black micarta
full-time gun writer, Ag 4 full-timeé and a 7 Ye-inch barrel,
writer | have been put in elose asgooma- The 4564 Casull cartr
ton with many of the newer handguns  been fondly referred Lo @8 ﬁji%
and some of the more desirable older 45 Colt on ateroids. llrtmithﬂﬂ
imanes as well, And that’s another factor diameter bullet but in @ hﬁ“m‘ ﬁ, i "
that has caused me to make some ad the 454 Casull sends a Eﬂﬂ ﬂalnfﬂul- LAt
ditions to my list of favorite handguns.  let downrange at over 1500 l'|
[ thought vou might be interested in will deliver a 300-grain 'ﬁ‘l (L
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B:lrl: in the Janunry 1986 15sue of  Freedom Arms .454
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gome af the handpuns that have at-  7Ye-inch barrel at over TGS H ;-l
tained that “favorite gun” status since  the years this cartridged
my 18996 article. worth on just about ArEE
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1. Colt New Frontier
2. S&W Model 29 e
3. Colt Detective Special bl
4. Freedom Arms Premier Grade .454 Casull

5. Gallagher Custom Ruger Blackhawk

PETEOL would
care to hunt.
From the
ginning of my re-
lationship with the Freedom Arms 454
E Casull, | settled on the 300 grain bullet
& o handle my hunting chores. Back in
B those days Freedom Arms marketed its
& own ammunition, and ] particularly
= liked the softpoint 300-grainer that the
eompany loaded. However, in the ensu-
b ing vears, Freedom Arme has discon
tinued marketing ammunition and
Winchester has taken up the banner. |
was pleased to learn that Winchester
eontinues to use the 300-grain solt-
point that was originally degigned by
Freedom Armas, In addition, Winches-
ter has also marketed a 250-grain JHP
load that runs at some 1300 Ips—its
gort of a * 454 Casull Medium Load."
Regardless of bullet weight, 1 have
always found this big 45 cartridge
comfortable to shoot in the well-de
gigned Froedom Arms gun, The re-
volver's properly shaped grip allows
the big gun to roll in your hand and you
don't feel pounded after a day at the
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range. Being exceptionally accurate,
the gun is capable of delivering one-
inch five-shot groups when 1 am up to
doing my part, Couple {hat with the
fact that I've never had a minute's
trouble with the Freedom Arms re-
volver and you can gee why 1 choose 1
for a dependable, accurate hunting
COMPATIION,

Shortly alter acquirning the Freedom
Arms 4564 Casull, | decided to mate it
to a pood hunting holster, Since the
Tom Threepersons holster from El
Paso Saddlery is one of my favorites, |
was pleased to find out | hat it is offered
in a crossdraw confipuration, Packing
the big Freedom Arms revolver in a
crossdraw rig makes it much more
comfortable when sitting in a vehicle
or tree stand, and the gun comes
quickly to hand when game is sighted

Since the early '90s 1 have taken a
fair amount of big game with the Free-
dom Arma 454 Casull, including sev
eral whitetail and mule deer, a number
of exotics, numerous feral hogs, and a
black bear, All but the black bear were
folled with one shot, and that bear was
dying on its feet when 1 put one in the
spine to finish it. The nicks and bumps
on my Freedom Armg gun are proof
that 1 haven't habied it while in the
hunting field. It's a big, tough, accu
rate, workhoree of a gun and one that's
never let me down

Gallagher Custom Ruger
Blackhawk

Another single action that 've be-
come quite fond of is an Old Model
Ruper Blackhawk that was customized
and converted to .32-20 caliber by my
friend John Gallagher, John took an
(11d Model Blackhawk frame and fitted
it with a new evlinder that was bored
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