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PLAYING FAVORITES

THE
SHERIFF'S
TOP

By Sheriff Jim Wilson

We really backed Sheriff
Jim into a corner this
time. We asked him to
select his five favorite
handguns. His choices
may surprise you.

t firat blush getting an
assignment to write about
vour favorite handguns
geams like a piece ol cake,
You just hat a few of your
particular favorites, tell a few yarns
aboul them, and you're done, Happy
editor. The check’s in the mail, right?
Wrong.

It turns out that what geemaed like
an easy task has become o whole lot
like picking vour favorite son or
daughter, In any case, the problem is
further compounded by the fact that
for many years, | was an inveterate
gun trader and rarely missed a gun
show, Many of my early guns have
gimply been swapped off. That's what
happened to the first handgun 1 ever
owned, a Colt single action.

Another approach, | suppose, would
be to liat those handgune that have
some sort of sentimental value to me,
Like the Ruger Old Model 457 Black-
hawk 1 used to take my lirst deer with
a handgun. Or, maybe | should tell
about the ugly old GI 45 auto that got
me out of a particularly bad spot down
in Mexico over 30 years ago, Another
favorite that I wish I atill had is the
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factorv-nickel, four-inch Python |
carried in the early days of my law-
enforcement career. Bul, like the
other two, it was traded for something
that was far more appealing al

the time,

High on this particular list of
favorites would be the five-screw S&W
Military & Police snubnose that my
uncle, Taylor Wilson, carried lor
nearly 26 vears. | was aboul four or
five when I figured out that he packed
a sixgun and started pestering him
about it, He actually took me oul in
the backyard of my Austin home and
let me shoot it into the ground, Many
vears later, just before he died, Taylor
gave me that sixgun and its ald
spring-loaded Bucheimer holater, You
can bet that is one old handgun that
hasn't been swapped off. In faet, 1t
atill does house-gun duty around the
Wilson homestead,

But, | suppose the beat way to deal
with this issue of favorite handguns is
to list the ones that are both particu-
lar favorites and see the most use.
The guns that [ reach for the most are
the ones | use for my law-enforeement
duties, handgun hunting, or just infor-
mal plinking and woods bumming.

COLT SINGLE ACTION

In 1974, I was wandering through
the tahles at a Dallas gun show when
[ apotted a like-new Colt single action
in its red-and-white stagecoach box.
This 4%-inch .46 looked to be bhrand
new and had the prettiest set of
one-plece Ivory grips you ever saw,
eomplete with Colt medallion. If
memory serves me, I gave $400 for
the Colt, grips and all,

Taking it out to the range, 1 found
that this was one of the few Colt SAs
that would actually print factory loads




dead center at 25 varda. The action
was perfectly timed, so | just eased up
the trigger pull a little by padding the
mainspring with a small piece of
leather, a trick | learned from former
ST Handpun Editor Skeetor Skelton.
Faor vears my standard .45 Colt hand-
load has been a 260-grain Keith bul-
let over 8.0 graing of Unique. This old
sixgun haa fired thougands of rounda
of that load and is as tight today as it
was the day [ bought it.

Inn about 1975, | decided that
this sixgun was good enough to
deserve a little gpecial treatment.

[ hgared it ought to be the first
gun | ever had engraved. In thoae
days Weldon Bledsoe was engrav-
ing guns in an office buillding in
downtown Fort Worth, Bledaoe had
studied under famed engraver Cole
Agee and did a wonderful job on
handpung. The acroll engraving
Lthat he did on my old Colt is
ahsolutely perfect.

By that time | had also made the
decision that all of my gunas would be
working guns, even the engraved
ornes, 5o | continued Lo carry and
shoot my engraved single action. One
night on a drug raid, | encountered a
particularly belligerent individual
who wouldn't take his hands out of his
pockets, | thumb-cocked my single
action as | stuck it under his nose,
and his hands flew oul of his pocketa
and into the air as il they were
gpring-loaded.

Last summer, at the Shootist's
Haoliday in Colorado, 1 had occasion to
meet a young man named Eddie
Junis, Janis operates Peacemaker
Specialista (Dept. ST, Box 157,
Whitmore, CA 96096) and does gome
exceptionally nice work on Colt single
actiona, [ questioned him as closely as
a father would his daughter's first
boyiriend, and 1 finally decided to
send him my engraved Colt, Janis
installed fire-blue serews in the old
pun to give it that truly custom look,
He also did the best action job that
['ve ever geen on a single-action Colt,
(Un cocking the pistol, you'd swear
that the mainspring didn't have
enough power left to bust a primer,
He even installed an internal hammer
atop so the rear of the hammaer
wouldn't get damaged during rapid-
fire sossiona,

| still carry and shoot this old six-
gun, and it is atill my favorite single
action. The work of Bledsoe and Janis
Juet made a good pun even better,

SMITH & WESSON MODEL 19
The Model 19 Smith & Waesson ia
one of the clagsie fighting handguns of

our times, Shooting Times' own Bill
Jordan took a leading roll in designing
the gun hack in the mid-"60s, He

The 357 Magnum
S&W M19 was
designed for law
enforcement;
author's M19
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soos duly as a p——— o
car and home L — p—
protection gun. ' — —

“The Model 19
Smith & Wesson is

one of the classic
fighting handguns
of our times."”

wanted a 3567 Magnum that an

afficer eould pack all day without
petting plumb tired out, Smith &
Weasson took Jordan's ideas and ineor-
porated them into its popular K-Frame
line of revolvers, As originally listed,
the sixpun was callod the Combat
Magnum, 've always liked that name
better than an impersonal number
designation.

When | went into police work in
1968, Jordan's book, No Second Place
Winrer, was about the only realistic
atudy of this business of gunfighting.
He influenced a whole generation of
lawmen, mysell included. In short
order | was outfitted with a Jordan
duty rig, Jordan grips, and a four-inch
Combal Magnum. The grips soom
had to go, however, since mine are
ordinary-size human hands and not
bear paws like Long Bill's,

My current Model 19 has been in
my gun box for about 10 years, It is
one of the lagt guns built with a
pinned harrel and recesaed chambers,
two features that 1 prefer, The action
wits tuned by an old Border Patrol
buddy of mine (and Bill's) who has a
gunghop, This particular handgun is
rerminiscent of the several Model 19a
that I have owned over the vears.

Ag good as they come, the Modael 19
can stand a bit of eustom work that
just makes it better. Many shooters,

myvsell included, have trouble bark-
ing their thumb knuckles on the
evlinder lateh of a K-Frame sixgun.
Ed Brown Products (Dept, 8T, Hox
2022, Perry, MO 63462) offers o
reshaped cylinder latch that will
solve this problem quite nicely. The
eustom grips on my Model 19 were
deaigned by Skelton as n modification
of the old Roper design. About 1980,
Skelton showed hig modification to
Deacon Deason of Bear Hug Grips and
authorized him to produce the Skeeter
Skelton Grips, Unfortunately, Deacon
passed away last summer, and the
Hr'iJJH Are no |"IHJ‘I:!T' Jll':llllthll'. .."'H.n[‘i. ”[I,
mine aren't for aale,

Frankly, mosat of my defengive
handgun needs are met with a Colt
1911. However, my Modal 19 still
gees duly as o car and house gun.

In fact, my wife and | keep several
around for just that sort of emer-
gency, [t doesn't really matter,
though; I'd hang onto a Smath &
Waason Model 19 if for no other rea-
son than to honor my good friend
and great ghootisl Bill Jordan.

RUGER SUPER BLACKHAWK
Since it was first introduced, I've
thought that the Ruger Super Black-

hawk was just about the epitome of
what a hunting handgun ought to be.
Chombered for the 44 Magnum car-
tridge, and wearing a T4-inch barrel,
these big sixguns are capable of taking
any sorl of pame that a man hag any
business shooting at with o handgun,
My particular Super Blackhawk ia
sort of an evolutionary sixgun. In the
July 1993 1asue of Shooting Times, |
reparted on changing out the dragoon
grip strap o betber suit the size and
shape ol my hands. In its place |
installed a stainless grip strap from a
Ruger Old Army blackpowder sixgun,
Sinee that time Tedd Adamovich
(Blu Magnum Grips, Dept. ST, G960
Wilson K., Colorado Springs, €O
20914} installed a set of beautifal
maple grips on the old gun. He used
my teardrop grip design that haeg a
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