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BY GARY PAUL JOHNSTORN

EQUALLY AT
HOME ON
PARADE OR
IN A SASS
MATCH.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ven when [ was too voung for a real Colt Single

Action Army, I was playing with cap guns that looked

like this most famous of all revolvers. In 1945, at the
age of four, my grandmother took a photograph of me in my
first cowboy hat wearing two holsters and holding a couple
of ancient cap pistols. After that I started to get serious.

During the summer of 1955 [ met left Cooper and Thel Reed up at Big
Bear Lake while | was shooting some of my guns at the range there east of
Fawnskin, Thel was 12 and | was 14, and 1 couldn't believe how well this
famous little kid could shoot a big Colt SAA. By the time [ was 16 years ald, |
had bought my first Colt SAA from Golden State Firearms, out of Pasadena,
California, and was practicing fast draw in my garage using wax bullets out of a hal
ster that was an affordable copy of an Ojala buscadero. Being a fairly adequate gun-
smith for a kid, 1 even did my own action job on that Colt, and I got pretty good
with it Yep, | was hooked.

MNow, as I've just turned sixty, | like to reminisce about all the Colt SAAs 've
owned and shot over the years. 1've handled a bunch of them too, including
custom guns with action jobs by some of the best in the business, But 1've

The owner of Peacemaker Specialists, Eddie Janis is big medicine when it
comes to Colt SAAs, and he's been working these great guns longer than |
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never handled any better than the guns of Eddie Janis, :







