BEST DEFENSE LOADS FOR THE .45 ACP
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SINGLE ACTION
ARMY

zings carried pages of ods for Western
style holstars nn:?&phr-samnd hmers, But
time was taking its tell on some of the
machinery used fo make the famous six-
gun. In the mid-1970s, production wos
temporarily halled while rﬂ{mul"{:cturing
processes were updated,

Finally, a slightly revamped “third-

eneration” SAA rolled off the assembly
ﬁ'nﬂ. Gone was the separate cylinder-pin
bushing ond the old-stle threaded bar
rel Seme purists were incensed, and |
can still remember a gun dealer in
Southern California selling off all of his
third-generation guns at $345 opiece
(loss f?lr:ln his cost at the time), saying
'rha':,f weran't the same as the old Calts,

Boy, how | wish | hod bought them all
af that pricel In 1981, it was announced
that, due ta the high cost of manukactur-
ing (the intricacies of the Model P's 1 9th-
century internal action shill required
hand-fited parts), the Celt SAA would
no longer be nmtjﬂ. Fﬂrrunnmh-', cantin:
ved demand kepl it alive.

Finally, just a few years ago, the Coll
Peacemaker was relegated to the Calt
Custom Shop os a special-order gun. Yet,
it is shll cataloged. However, some newer
manufacturing techniques hove been put
inte ploce, and these guns are what | re-
ber to as "’fcuﬂh-gﬁnﬂmﬁnn” Calts,

OF the Firi.l-ganﬂ-rﬂ’riﬂn Guns, there are

bwo 5u|:n:c:!egnrim: bluck-pnwd&r frame
{with serial numbers balew 145,000 and a

screw in the front of the frame to hold the
eylinder base pin) and those post-1894
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Many S5AAs have interesting
pedigrees. A factory letter on most
Colt pistols can be obtained for 545
per letter by writing to Colt Histori-
cal Dept., Dept. G&A, P.O. Box
1868, Hartford, CT 06144,
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12 COMPLETE BOOK OF THE .45

A Bisley target model of the SAA was produced from 1894 to 1915 and
featured swept-under grips and a lowered hammer spur. This version
exhibits aftermarket engraving by Jim Riggs of Boerne, Texas, and a
beautiful set of stag grips by Eagle Grips.

guns with o "smokeless-powder frame,”
which feature o spring-loaded crosspin in
the frame to release the odinder base pin.

Second-generation guns hove on “SA"

after their serial numbers, while third-gen-

Unlike so many
other historical
firearms, the end of
the frontier did not
spell the end of the
Single Action Army.

eration Peacemakers have the “SA” in front
ol their serial numbers. The fourth-genera-
tion Colts have an “S" in front of the serial
number and an *A” at the end of it.

As far as collectability is concerned,
prewar Colts are the most coveted, After
all, these are the guns that most likely
saw oction on the Western krontier, even
if the factory letter states Ihey wWere
shipped to New Yorkl No matter, they
were around when there was shill gun-
smoke in the air and horses were the
main mode of franspartation,

The postwar Peacemakers are an inter-
esting shudy in psychalogy. Up until re-
cently, second-generation guns were prat-
ty much ignored by 'r?le collectin
traternity. But now, with the growth o
cowbay action f.hﬂ::ling and the prolifer-
ation on the market of so many thirel-gen-
eration Caolls that investars had been
squirreling away, these second-genera-
tion Colts are rapidly climbing in value,
mainly because their infernal mechanisms
are idenhical to the prewar sixguns. In-
deed, | have seen some minty second-

eneration guns fetch more at a gun
show than o used firsk-generation (espe-
cially it it has its original 1950s black,
white and red “stagecoach” box). How
ever, third-generation Colts are hardly
cheap, as most ol them sell, mint in the
bax, for an average of $1,000—slightly
more if they ore nickeled. The same is
true for fourth-generation Peacemakers,

Variahions r:# standard barrel lengths
are also an interesting collecting Fﬂw
nomenon, For many years, a third-gen-
eration, 12-inch Eunrrinﬁ Special would
sell for less than o 7%-inch-barreled,
third-generation SA—same gun, just a
different barrel length. And while third-
eneration Buntlines are nat in as greal
aemund as the sharter barrel |ungl‘hs, the
same qun in a second-generation config-
uration can olen fetch §1,600 or more,
depending on condition.

Sherift's Madels are another inferest-

Reloading can result in even greater
accuracy for both old and new
Colts. Special low-recoil block-

can also be worked up
for Cowboy Action Shooting activities.







