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CUSTOM COLTS
. To this point, our focus has been
on modified Rugers, The Colt SAs
come in for custom work, as well,
but not so commonly for radical
T aurgery. The Colts of whatever
reneration are usually regarded as
too valuable for major alteration,
| However, they do attract efforts to
. render them more durable in
numerous ways, The reatoration of
hadly used relics to shooting eon-
dition has become a minor indus-
try. And guns of modern manufac-
ol ture are routinely modified to
more closely resemble the 189th-
century products.

AL the Shootist's Holiday last
June in Buena Vista, Colorado, |
met # man who 18 in the process of
dedicating hig life to restoring,
rebuilding, refinighing and
strengthening Colt single actions in

Here is an ancient Colt restored with modern
parts b Fum:umnlur Specialists. Note how
nicely the patina on the new barrel and cylin-
n'lr muﬂ:hn I"hu nrig!nul' ﬂnhh on #hn fmmn.
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SINGLE-ACTION SATISFACTION

lhg.lr.r Bill Grover's Texas
Army features a lefi-side

I ﬂ’ that makes

his handmade guns unique.
Finish is even brighter than
the camera can capture;
you can literally see your
Fu'ce in the bluing.

Left: Mirror-image arrangement of the loading gate
and ejector m&:ﬁ:nhm makes loading and unload-

the most exquisite fashion, His
name is Edward Janis, a.k.a. Eddie,
]!IL' W NS |'II."III.'|1!|||I'Il'i.!'[I Hl]l.!'lf'i.ll.“:hll'i-
and he is at present making some-

thing wonderful of my Third

Greneration SA Army 46 Coll,

Eddie does too many things well |

to detail here. He has two diffarent
grades of action job, tunes triggers
to the customer's specified pull
weight {(within reason), replaces
ragile leal springs with piano-wire
gprings and &0 on. Hammers and
triggers are rebuilt. Blown or dove-
tailed topstraps are restored. He
probably has the largest, or at least
the mosl varied, relection of Colt
SA parts on the planet,

Eddie can take an utterly
thraghed Colt made in the 18004,
with n eratered barrel or a bulged
chamber or whatever, fit it with
properly modilied, modern replace-
ment parta and refinigh it to pre-
cigely mateh the patina on the
gound portiong of the original pun.
[t's magic.

He can also give an authentic
LHB0 look Lo the Colt SA that lef
Hartford last woek. Thia ineludes
remarking the barrel and stamp-
mg the old two-line nddress, bevel-
ing the front of the eylinder and
refluting it, changing the contour
ol the front sight, beveling the end
of the gjector-rod tube, eolor-casing
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the frame and hammer to dupli-
cite the old 40-fathom Colt colors
and rust-bluing the balance of the
metal. This s what 18 happening to
My gun,

Cowboy shooters may find par-

“The e:'egcrnr old
SA concept
continues to attract
numerous falented
people as a means

of expressing their

convictions,
practical and
esthetic.”

ticularly interesting a job that
E}lfllfl"lﬂill‘ll‘l' HFH"i'iI_‘IliHF-H fil"'-h' I
Colts meant for competition, An
adjustable hammer stop 18 htted Lo
eliminate backlash or overtravel, a

major contributor to the onget of

mechanical problems resullting
from the vielence of speed-cocking
such revolvers, Installing the ham-
mer stop requires drilling and tap-

Janis ecan do it.

ing possible for right-handers without shifting the
gun into the left hand. Once muscle memory
established with conventional revolvers is over-
come, this speeds operation considerably.

ping 4 hole in the frame, but the
change isn't viaible when the gun
ig nagembled,

If there is8 work worth doing to a
pood Colt 13i!~'||:], I reckon Eddie
Somewhere down
the line, [ mean to have him put
together a parts gun with an ejec
tor-rod-equipped 3.5-inch barrel
and the patina finigh in .44 Special,
My, what a belly gun that will be.
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