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Cowhoy Profie

ALL ABOUT THE NEW SASSJC&S COMPETITION CATEEUFI"(

BY TODD LOFGREM

If you’ve been involved with or have followed
the evolution of Cowboy Action Shooting

at all, then you've got 1o be aware of the continuing
controversy concerning the "gamer” versus. . well, the
":-.:-||-|:;.11nq-r," Nent aim issue of the Cowboy Clhiromicle
ithe official newsletter of the Single Action Shooting
Socicly) goes by where this subject isn't discussed. It
pretty much started with gun calibers then moved to
holsters, dress, gun modifications, and, ro some extent,
“attiludes,” Let's face it, if vou 1) have a competitian,
and 20 wie a timer and consider time a factor of per
formance, then those among es with thar insatable
I.i{'\!l'l.' o win [isnt that whal one strives to \J.I.:- moa
“competition™ | will ool for wavs to “sp2ed things up.”
In a perfect warld (I'm not sure thar “perfect” is the
right ward here), if we wanted to ensure that everyone
was competing on a “leveled playing field,” then this
spart would require that we would all dress alike and
compete with identical weaponry, firing ammunition
from the same source. Only then could we accurately

The major-caliber handguns, traditional baols
with spurs, the scarf womn loosely around his
neck coupled with pockat watch and chain
would quality the author hers to compete in the
Classic Cowboy category, provided his rifle and
shotgun ware proper for this class.
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LET'S GO “CLASSIC COWBOY"

identify the true “top gun” or “champion™
among us. But how boring would that be?
What this sport encourages is individuality
in costume and name. Once an identity
from the Old West is established, then cos-
tume and weaponry is acquired that per-
sonifies thar identity. The SASS Shooter’s
Handbook stresses authenticity in dress
and armament and even one’s registered
shooting alias is exclusively awarded.

[ guess I'm whal a good mony SASS
members would call a “gamer” 1 come
from an IPSC background and love the
“run and gun” aspect of this shooting
sport. In a four-vear period, I went from

qualify for

I“I!:BE baoys would

shooting a single-stacked A5 w0 a single-
stacked .38 Super 10 a wide-bodied high-
cap .38 Super wearing a red dot sight—all
Lo remain compelilive in my sport. This
equipmem race gol a little uu'rwht.']minl;
but | must admit | loved every minute of it.
I've been shooting my same custom
Caspian/Tasco PDP3 equipped roce pistol
for abowt ten years now and still feel well
equipped with it even though many new
features and options have come into being
since I had it built.

The same thing happened to me in
Cowboy Action Shooting. My first pair of
Cowboy pistols weren't really a pair. Oh,
they were both Colt 5AAs, but one fired
the .44 Spedal round and the other the 45
Colt. I was shooting an original
Winchester 92 carbine at the time in .44-
40, Juggling those three different cartridges
and ensuring cach gun was fed the right
round was quite a challenge, especially
during the heat of competition. All went
pretty well, but I must admit that | had a
couple of really odd-looking empty cases
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in my brass bag when I got home from a
couple of matches.

I soon built 4 sccond 45 Colt SAA 1o
match my first gun and this made keeping
track of the right rounds much casier, Not
knowi ng any better at the time, | dialed
both of these pistols in with a pretty stout
load consisting of a 255-grain hardeast
lead slug over B grains of Unique. As this
sport evalved, it dawned on many of us
that it dide’t take 400+ foolfpounds of
energy to score a hir. Bullet weights got
lighter and powder charges smaller. Like
the .38 Super in IPSC, il soon became
apparent that the .38 Special round could
accomplish everything we
needed 1o in CAS with a lm
lz2ss noize and recoil.

My next acquisition con-
sisted of a pair of nickel-plal-
ed Colt Single Action Armies
chambered in .357 Magnum,.
The first one came easy in a
wade, but finding an idenri-
cal mate proved elusive,
Some searching found me a
4-3/4-inch barrel and evlin-
der of proper length and cal-
iber, and I had these fitted up
o a nickeled 45 Colt |
already owned. [ replaced my
44-40 Winchester 92 with a
very similar, but of much more recent
manufacture, Browning Maodel 92 357
Magnum.

When [ first started shooting Cowboy
seriously [at least in the annual competi-
tions held in my neck of the woods), [ wore
all the Cowboy accouter-
ments [ owned. Proudly fas-
tened to the knee-high shot-
gun boots I wore were a pair
of gorgeously blued and sil-
ver-inlayed spurs sporling
some preity large 2-inch
“Mexican”™ rowels complete
with jingle bobs that, duc 1o
the extreme drop of the
shank, cused the rowes to
drag the ground, This wasn't
ordinarily too big a handicap,
at least not until [ shot an
annual match at Blue Lake
near Fureka, California. Here
the ranges ran through an
area with tall,
reed-like grass. Bamween every

OYErgrown

This pair of Colt SAAs, housed in the gorgeous holster rig from
Walter Dstin, togother with the Cimarron EA. Co. replica 73 and
the external-hammered Bounty Huntar Il sholgun from Europaan
American Armory would be perfoct for use in Classic Gowboy,

shooting bay [ found myself having o pull
and cut away a bale of grass that had man
aged to wind itself around each rowel. And
that doesn't even take into account the first
ume | went mto a kneeling positon and
managesd to ram the rowel from my right
spur up—well, you get the picmre! The
spurs came off that day and [ have to admit
I've never worn them since.

[ also used to wear a pocket watch that ran
on 4 chain from my left suspender across my
midsection to the watch pocket of my pants.
About the second time I caught the hammer
of my right pistod in that chain while drawing,
the watch came off and finished the matchin
the box on my gun cart,

There is a line 1 won't cross, though, My
guns have all been tuned but none have been
re-engineered to gain an advamlage. My
besots bave their original leather soles and [
always wear my neckerchief knotted around
my neck, And, unless the stage calls for i, my
10-gallon Stetson always remains in place.

Some of ws are not s restrained.
Extremes I've heard about that have been
undertaken in the hopes of a higher placed
finish have included the use of the 32
SEW short cartridge in .32 H&ER Magnum
chambered pistols or specifically designed
speed holsters thar position both pistels on
the belly line within inches of each other.
There are rumors (actually, its not a
rumaor, as 've seen the modified parts) that
with re-engineered linkage, a Winchester
73's lever throw can be shortened 2o it can
be worked without the hand leaving the
pistol grip. I've seen shotgun bells so
designed that the rounds practically lie




perpendicular to the shooter's body for a |

quiq.k grisp, 50 as not o sound too h}"Pﬂ-

critical here, let me stare that were I a®con- |
tender”™ for sumething like a world cham- |

pionship title, 1 would employ every
advantage that the rules would allow to
beat my compeetition. With rhar said, let's
gel 1o the heart of this article,

Newest Cowboy Category

This long dissertational entry to this
article (it didn’t starr off to be this long) is
my way of intreducing you to the Single
Action Shooting Sodety’s newest Cowboy
category. Designed to deal with some of
the issues detailed abawve, this new calegory
is called “Classic™ Cowboy. According to
the April 2003 SASS Shooters Hamdbook
{available only online at this point), 1o
compete in the “Classic” Cowboy calegory
vour handguns must be of the “traditional”

type (ie., have non-adjustable traditional |

notched-type sights). However, whereas
you can shoot revolvers chambered as small

what it was intended to accomplish.
One's scatbergun, in keeping with the

“spiril™ of this new category, must be cither |
an external-hammered double or of the |

lever action type like the Model 1887 or
1901 Winchester.
In order 1o keep owr Classic Cowboy

| competitors adequately and appropriately

dressed, their cosmuming must imdude at
least three of the following listed items and
these must be worn for the duration of the
entire match, including the awards cecremo-

ny: chaps, spurs, cufls, a scarf worn loosely |

around the neck or with scarf slide, tie. vest, |

pocket watch with full-length chain and/or
jacket. No straw hats are allowed,

For the ladics, in addition to the above, |

they may also choose from the below listed
items to compete in this category: |'rr1'ml
waich, split riding skirt, busile, hoops,
corset, Victorian-style hat (straw allowed),
period jewelry, pq:;iml Tair oroaments,
snood (what's a snood?), reticule (period
handbag), period lace-up shoes, camisole,

“When actually shooting one’s pistols in

Classic Cowboy, they must be shot as described
in the requirements of the Duelist category.”

a5 the .32 caliber in other calegories, in
Classic, they must have a bore size of at least
40 of an inch or beiter. This would include
rounds like the .38-40 (whose actual bore
size is 401 of an inch), the .44 Special, .44
Russian, 44 Magnum, .44-40, .45 Schofield,
and .45 Colt, For those shooting a percus-
sion revolver, these must be of .36 caliber or
larger. This caliber restriction should serve
to appease: those who pooh-pooh the snall-
er bored specdsters.

For ammao in the Classic category, only
SASS legal ammo, whether employving o
smokeless or black powder propellant. is
acceplable. Ammunition for short guns
must have a velocity not to exceed 1000
foet per second (fps).

Rifles in the (lassic category are limited
1o those ariginally produced in 1873 or car-
lier. This would inchade the 1866 and 1373
Winchesters and the Henry rifle or replicas
thercof, ‘T my knowledge, the “improved”
linkage for theee rifles that has been devel-
oped and i in use hasn't been addressed,
although in my opinion it should be, espe-
cially when dealing with this category and

bloomers, lishnel stockings, feathered boa,
or cape,

When actually shooting one’s pistols in
Classic Cowboy, they must be shot as
described in the requirements of the
Druclist itegory, That is, the pistols must
be cocked and fired one-handed, unsup-
porled. The revolver, hand, or shooting
arm must not be touched h"n- the off-hand
excepl when resolving a malfunctioning
pistol problem,.

Mo Beuscadera ar drap loop holster rigs
are allowed. Boms must be of the tradition-
al design with non-grip enhancing solcs.
(ne’s hat must be worn for the entire match.

Well, there you have it, The new Classic
Cowbaoy caiegory has pretty well addressed

| those issues that have been most com-

plained about by a good many shooters. |
know, first hand, that most of the require-

ments cited in this new category will slow |

down the speedicst of us a little should we |

decide 1o shoot in this dass. I like my
smaller bared 5AAs ancd Winchester 97
pump gan so T don't think I'll switch cate-

gories just yet. But, those amongst us who |

want to shool their big boomer and leok
their -LL11.\-|.1H}1'.'~1“ whilst :1f‘lil‘|p, s will
probably wanl to compete in this newest of
Cowboy calegories,

Final Notes

The latest cdition (o the 5455 Sooters
Handbook found online at
WSS S Tl OO, I'm sure that one can
find an appropriale category that fits one’s
personality, lemperament, and speed to
compele in. [ you haven't given Cowboy
Action Shooling a try and vou're looking
for a shooting sport that will satisty that
inner child that belongs to all of us, do
yourself a favor and check oul Cowboy
Action Shooting. o

Cian Ilf

FOR MORE
INFORMATION CONTACT

Colt's Manufacturing
Company, Inc.

P.0O. Box 1868 DEFT CAS
Hartford, CT 06144

(800) 962-COLT
www.colt.com

Cimarron Fircarms Company
105 Winding Oak Raad DEFT CAS
Fredericksburg, TX 78624-0306
(830) 597-9090
www.cimarron=fircarms.com

European American
Armuory Corp.

P.O. Box 1299 DEPT CAS
Sharpes, FL 32026
(321) 639-4842
WWW.EAACOTD. COm

Classic Old West Styles
1712 Toxas Ave. DEPT CAS
El Paso, TX 79901

(915) 587-0684

W WCIWS OO

Kirkpatrick Leather Co.
P.O. Box 677 DEPT CAS
Laredo, TX 78042

(200) 451-9394

www. kirkpatrickleather.com

Walter Ostin Custom

Gun Leather

1260 Fisher Road. RR2 DEPT CAS
Cobbla Hill, BC (Canada) YOR 1LO
(250) 743-9015
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